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Collecting

Sale of the week

Blue sky
thinking

 Sale: Salt Il - photographs

by Murray Fredericks

Location: Hamiltons Gallery,
13 Carlos Place, London W1,
tel: +44 (0)20-7499 9493

Date: Until September 11.
Images and opening times
at www.hamiltonsgallery.com

MNeed to know: Fredericks, a
landscape photographer,
likes to be alone. Three
times a year, he cycles with
a heavily laden trailer into
the desolate. salt-covered
wastes of Australia’s 9,700
sq km Lake Eyre in search
of the ultimate in empty
spaces, He pitches camp
approximately 200km from

. the nearest farm and

1.000km from Adelaide, the
nearest city, before settling
in for up to five weeks to

. photograph the endless,

featureless vistas. Fredericks
says he aims to take photos
that “represent nothing, that
simply explore the mind's
relationship with space”.
Using both a traditional
plate camera and the latest
digital equipment, he
confines the horizon and the

landscape to a small portion-

of the image, devoting the
rest to the sky in order fo
convey a sense of vastness.
It is a technique that works

prilliantly, resulting in images |

reminiscent of the haunting
seascapes of pioneer French

' photographer Gustave Le
| Gray.

Highlights: Fredericks
returns from each
expedition with only a
handful of images that meet
his exacting standards. Of
the 21 trips he has made to
Lake Eyre in.the past seven
years for his “Salt” projects.
he claims to have produced
just 20 photos with which
he is happy. This partly
accounts for the fact that
the exhibition at Hamiltons
t:nrrtamj-msixmagns

. Eanl'l measure close to 13ft
in Ieng,"m Entl‘tl-ed “Salt
304" (detail, below) and
“Balt 305", they are each
made up from a dozen or

more digital pmtngrélpl’ﬁ
that have been seamlessly

stitched together to create
a perfect panorama.

At £30,000 apiece, the
price tags reflect the size.
The four other works, each
measuring 47in by 58in, are
offered at £6,500-£7.500
each. This year, Fredericks
and producer Michael Angus
made a film, Sait, about the

photegrapher's time at Lake
Eyre. It won the best

documentary short award at
the Atlanta Film Festival and
can be ordered from the
website, www saltdoco.com.

| Simon de Burton
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